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May 24, 1963 


Mr. Harold Gibbons, Executive Assistant 
to the General President 
International Brotherhood of Teamsters, 
Chauffers, Warehousemen and Helpers 
of America 

2801 Trumbull Avenue 
Detroit, Michigan 

Dear Mr. Gibbons: 

Enclosed is a copy of my letter to Dave Previant 
and a set of the advertising reprints I sent to 
him. 

I trust that you have received the reprints of 
“The Changing Image of the Truck Driver" by 
Elizabeth Goyak. 

Sincerely, 


Karl Bostrorr 
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Enc. 


Hey 24. 1963 


Dear Oavai 

Zn a relatively free loarkat eeonony, each imiuatry aaaka to 
pat ita baat foot forward, not only in tarna of produota 
eerviaee ana prloaa for auoh produota and eervloee, but alao 
to offaat tba oenpetitlve drlvaa by otbar lnduatrlaa doing 
tba aaaa thing. 

Bnoloaad ara aoaia raoant oxenplee of thaaa afforta on our part, 
botn on an induetry-wide baaia through tha Aeerioen Truoking 
rovndatian and on a produot baaia to tha truok oparatora who 
buy our produota. 

Moat induatriaa oan pinpoint thalr euvortleing and pronotlonel 
nathnda, but our aiafortuna daa alwaya baan that tha ultiaata 
uaar, tha truok driver, cannot ba reecheM through oonvantionel 
naana. Banoa, wa alwaya hava to pronote our product to the 
ouyar of our aaata and appeal to hin on tna baaia Ian ioatad by 
our produot ado i.e., that it lowara ooat and lnoraaaaa pro¬ 
ductivity by tha lnareeeed wall-boing of hla driver a. What 
raneine for ue. tharafora, ia tha eubjeetive appreciation of 
tha aeat by tha driver. Thla difficult calling job, of oouraa, 
aen ba eehlaveo only through hla word of nouth pronotion. 

Thia in turn eeana wa heva to have an unuaually good produot. 
■wan ao, auoh word-of-nouth calling ia vary llniteo in reaching 
the total potential nerket. 

Wa have, of oouraa, alwaya believed that tha Taanatara Union 
ahould ba dlreotly concerned beoauee it influanoea tha health 
and wall being of tha driver, whioh ie reflected in aafety, 
heelth ineurance ooata and ultinataly, paneion ocato and naebar 
ahip turnover. 

Zt wee for thia reaaon that John L. Lewie wae alwaya fighting 
for eefety ia the ninea, not only froe a nunenitarien viewpoint 
but beoauea it had a profound affaot on tha ooat of ninlng coal 
and tha ability of the oparatora to pay e living wage. 












Mr. OrrU rrtvlant 
May 14, 1443 
9 aga 2 


As a former labor ad i tor iiv • mambnr and officar in tha 
original Amur loan Mow spa par dal id (C.X.O.), 1 knew tnlt daapita 
our Mrkatlaj pr ©bloom, it bar always baan both impolitic 
sad laoonaiatamt with tha idaala of trad a unionism to us a its 
powsr aa a vahicia for oommaraial avploltation of any par* 
tiowlar product. h owawor important to union nsmhsrs. 

Today, howawar, lmprowao aaatlaj has baan aooptad by thousands 
of flaata amd wnila wa wara tha plonaors, wa now union** to an 
lmdastry with oo^patl tors soaking - Ilka our sal was - tha sala 
of bat tar saatlmq to tha truck industry. 

Coruially, 


Marl bostr< 


copy of lottar to Harold Oibbona 

ata ada 


I 


i 



Ad Vo. 177— Rutinrti \V«rk—June 1, 196J P| 7 x 10—R\V 


Trucks deliver everything but the baby 


Still, by a diligent search we could probably turn up a truck driver who has 
delivered the baby. No fee, of course. 

Doctors generally handle this kind of delivery. Trucks are happy to deliver 
everything else Baby needs. The fact is, the trucking industry hauls 3 out of 
every 4 tons of American freight. Everyone benetits because truck transporta¬ 
tion is efficient transportation that helps lower distribution costs. 

Our national economy fares well, too. The trucking industry provides V 2 
million jobs directly, hundreds of thousands more indirectly ... 12 million 
vehicles . . . uses 16 billion gallons of motor fuel and $4 billion worth of equip¬ 
ment annually . . . contributes more than $3 billion in road-use taxes each year. 
However you look at it, the trucking industry is a vital, energetic boon 
to America—one that helps all of us live p . 
better all ways. We are proud to serve it. * M 
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How did it get there? 


By truck. Piece by piece, of course. 

From the moment man conceives a dam (bird’s-eye view below), a building, or 
most any structure, trucks are in the picture. The reason? Truck service is 
so flexible, so universally capable of meeting any transportation requirement. 
Trucks always get through to deliver the materials needed. 

Whatever our business, trucks serve each of us daily. The fact is, trucks deliver 
3 out of every 4 tons of freight—animal, vegetable or mineral. 

Millions of jobs depend on the trucking industry. It purchases about 12 million 
vehicles, 16 billion gallons of motor fuel, and $4 billion worth of new equipment 
and parts. And—contributes more than $3 billion in road-use taxes per year. 
All in all, the trucking industry is a vital part of America’s past, present and 





Hold back the trucks...then what ? 


Rvarv indurtry. nmunamai and Institutional eatabliah 
,n< l home dapands upon hour-hy-hour truck di 
Uvariaa Any liow down, day or night, would reault in 
nunor to major pronuma somewhere |ierha|w effrct 
you and your huainem 

No doubt of It —tha tru< king induatry a a prime 
mover m our national well being. It movea 3 out of 
4 torn of freight hauled anywhere in the United 


States It operatee about 12 million vehiclea. It employ a 
more than /•» million workers direttly and milliona 
more in related activitiee. It hauls every thing from baby 
food to miaaile haae equipment to bridges is the domi 
nant mode of freight tranajiortation in America today 

Boatrom (Torjwration. makers of truck and automo 
tive seats, seat cushions and molded urethane foam, ia 
proud to be a |iart of this vital induatry. 


American Trucking 
Industry 
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tcfprogress here? 


Vitality of a community, a buaineaa or a nation 

ita progress and prosperity—can often be 
maanired by the number of trucka you 
aarving it. You might alinoat aay: "No trucks, 
no nothm " 

Aa the prunary maana of moving freight to 
and from many thouaanda of oommunit «a, 
truck tranaport haa contributed to American 
program and better living standards. This 


will certainly continue in the years to come 
By 1972 trucks will hsve paid more than 
fifteen billion dollars <36.1% of total coat) 
toward the federal highway program alone 
At the same time, trucks will continue to pay 
heavy state taxes to help build and maintain 
other roads in the states. The trucking indus 
try serves aa an important partner in sharing 
the coat of all highways 


/1 . y. 


Indutti 
















Everyone benefits with better roads 


If highways an built to hetter standards be 
cause of trucks, you may he sure that these 
Raida are hetter for everyone. The ration gains 
an improved highway network hecauae of 
trucks and everyone henefita. 

Hv 1972 trucks will have paid more than 
fifteen billion dollars toward the federal high 
way program alone. This is 36.1', of the total 
coat. At the same time, these same vehicles 


will continue to pay heavy atate taxes to help 
build and maintain other roads in all of our 
fifty states The trucking induatry ia an impor¬ 
tant and active partner in sharing the coat of 
all highways. 

For years and years to come, the American 
trucking industry will continue to help the 
nation build and expand—always adding to 
America a growth and progress. 
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Profit Prophet 


Evary dnver ia a profit prophet, becauae 
your profita are linked directly to your 
driver a health, aafety. eArienry 

When hia productivity ia hampered 
bjr road ahocka. Jolla, jara. hounrea and 
vibralnna. profile aulTer. Thia can’t hap 
pen when he drivea on a Boat mm Viking 
T-Ber Suapenamn Seat He ataya alert. 
eAi tent, atead v. Safety and morale climb 
and alay at a high peak 

Here a why. Bnatrom Viking T-Bar 
Seata are profit-making mocAiwi that 
reduce vitality-robbing road condition* 
The tnraaon bar doea it. Thia ayatem of 


IMPROVID MATING FOR (MPaOVIO PROFIT 

•TW-—lt»»m Cwppreeen 


■ottrom Corporation, Mllwtukoo 4, Wit 
•otirom AG International, Zua. •tnliwloid 


Vikme T l« 


torquing—unique with Boatrom—ia per 
formed hy the twiating action of aperial 
preloaded alloy ateel bar* Theae bar* 
are torqued to compenaate for the 
driver a weight—and in combination 
with automatic ahock abaorber dampen 
even aeverrat road aliocka. Keault: a 
amixith. level ride for the driver, faater 
delivery and lietter profita for you 
Only Boatrom Sua|>enaion Seata have 
all theae featurea. And. Viking T-Bar* 
and Weatioaater * Suapenaion Seata are 
available in all tru< ka. See your truck 
dealer or parta diatributor. 















I 



I’rtrulram It Chemical Treni|MM , tation October 
I'uwff Warn* -October 

lran>|Hirt Topici- itcoli a III rn I—Septenilier 10 
Rni Trark Transport i l anariai—September 



How mony bouncaa par aaat dollar can you afford? 


i 


Bournaa. mad ahmk and vibration aap 
drivar efficiency and productivity. Tbia 
coat a money. reducaa profit 
But when drtvera ride on Boatmni 
Viking T Bar* HuapanaMMi Saata. theae 
pniductivtty-reducing lactora are virtu 
ally ellnunatad A Viking T-Bar Heat ia 
a amrAiar tbat anaka up bouncaa. pita, 
)ara and vibration. Driven remain level 
■in the aeat. ataady at tbe wheel. Efh 
cienav. alartnaaa. morale and aafety 
are nm raaaad 

your profita with Viking 
T-Bar Suapenaion Saata 


I MATlWg loa 
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VIMna T Bar 



Boat mm Viking T-Bar Sua|ienaion Seata 
remove joita, jara, road ahm k and vibra 
tion by met na of a unique toraion bar 
■uaiieiianin ayatem. Thia ia acoompliahed 
by torquing or twiating action of a|N-cial 
alloy ateei hare. Theae toraion hare are 
alao oreloaded or torqued to com|ienaate 
for the individual weight of the driver. 
Severe joita are dam|iened by a double 
aiting aho< k ahaorber. Only Boatrom 
Suapenaion Seita offer all theae feat urea 
Viking T-Bar and Weatcoaater* Sua 
[tenaion Seata available in all trucka. See 
your truck diwler or |»rta diatrihutor. 


Corperdien. Milwaufcaa 4, Wisconsin 
Mw ATA Foundation Inc 
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Yn, a tntrk aaat will make mo nay for 
Tow -if Ka a Biwtmm Viking T Bar* 
or WwinuaUr*) Hu^wtwm Scat 
Thie virtually a a machine - with aue- 
peneton ayatam rantiol of road ahork. 
I»ka and vibration Tbaaa fatigue-pro 
dwring rondMiona don’t raorb dnvara 
whan thay rida on Bnatrocn Viking T 
Bor flaota. Drivara at ay attantiva. 

at tha whaal — laal bat tar. work 
bat tar, prodm-v bat tar 

Thw aorna dollara m imTaaaad aflici 
eory and productivity. Thua Viking T 
Bar Huafianator Saata kiwer your opar 
•*m« and inrraaae your 


Viking T-Bar Suejwneion Scat atamina 
ia proved over three-million-mile fleet 
teata of 20 T-Bar Santa. Thorough ei- 
amination of tbeae fleet-teatad aeata 
ahowed practically no fatigue on the tor 
aion her nor wear on the bearinga. Truck 
fleeta in four operation — 2-veer uaera 
of Bnatrom Viking T-Bar Seata —re 
ported low maintenance i-oata. Only 
ntaaional lubrication wee required, and 
readily done during maintenance cbecka 
Be aure to aparify Boatrom T-Bar or 
Weatroaater Suapenaton Saata for your 
old or new trucka. Available from your 
truck dealer or parta dietributor. 


Oexlreci Ccreerxken. MMweukc* 4. Wikmvx 

ATA tomiiaiii Inc 
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Profit-making machine 
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Profit-making machine 


Yaa. a truck aaat will make monav for 
you-if it a a Boat rum Viking T-Bar* 
at W aatenaatar*) Huafwnamn Seat 
Thia virtually ia a machine - with aua 
pa nan mi ■ vet am rant nil of road ahock. 
jnha and vibration. Thaae fatigua-pro 
ducing tunditiona don't reach drivam 
whan they ride on Boatrom Viking T 
Bar Seata. Dri\ ara atay attentive, aiert. 
atawdy at the wheel —fael better, work 
better, produtw battar 

Thia aarna dollara in inrreaaed edit i 
anry and productivity. Thua Viking T 
Bar Huapenaton Haata lower your opar 
ating coat and incraaaa your profita 


vio mating roa maaovto attoriT 



Viking T-Bar Huapenaion Seat atamina 
m provad over three-million-mile fleet 
teata of 20 T-Bar Seata. Thorough ax 
amination of theae fleet-teated aeata 
allowed practii ally no fatigue on the tor- 
aion har nor wear on th.- bearinga. Truck 
fleeta in four operationa-2-year uaera 
of Boatrom Viking T-Bar Seata—re 
[iorted low maintename coata. Only 
otcaaional lubriiation waa required, and 
readily done during maintenance checka. 

Be aure to apecify Boatrom T-Bar or 
Weatioaater Sua|ienaion Seata for your 
old or new trucka. Available from your 
truck dealer or parta diatributor. 


aotlrom Coraerohon. UilwauhM 4. Wxcontm 
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could you ride a 


fun. Try It a>nic(imi riding • few hundred milae over rough roeda 
for mi or eight houra—or leaa on a atandard truck aeet. Then you aer and feel 
how jolta. jara and road ahork taka their toll on productivity and efficiency 

By con treat ride on a Riwtrom Viking T-BAR" Suapenaion Seat — aee now and 
it |>aya off Road ahock, jolta and jara diaappear aoaked up in the auapenaion 
avatem under the aeat. inateed of amplified in the driver a body. Reduced driver 
downtime, improved cuatomer relationa. aafety improvement with reduction of in 
aurentw roata. lower drive turnover and radured training coata — liieae are the aav 
inga of Viking T-BAR aeating. Ixiwer coata mean improved operating profite 

ify Boatrom Viking T-BAR Sua|wnaion Seat* on your new trucka. Re-equip 
your older tntrka It definitely paya 


This Boalrom Viiung T-BAR Suapen- 
eion Seal hM proved Ho value m 
ol truck a over hundrada ol 
Ihouaanria ol uaa-milo«. Simpliflod 
lonaion-bar eueponaion avatam kaapa 
meinlonanca cotta loar one rolurna 
hiflH. Lllorolur# a.a it; * 


JSTNUM CORPORATION 

133 Waat Oregon Straat • Milwaukee 4, Witconain 
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Bostrom Corporation 

Milwaukee 4 Wisconsin 
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April 17, 1963 


Mr. H. J. Gibbons, Executive Assistant 
to the General President 
International Brotherhood of Teamsters, 

Chauffera, Warehousemen and Helpers of 
America 

2801 Trumbull Avenue 
Detroit, Michigan 

Dear Mr. Gibbonst 

At Dave Previant's suggestion, I am sending under separate cover 
and to your personal attention, copies of the brochure entitled 
"The Changing Image of the Truck Driver” originally published 
in Traffic Safetv. 

Becauaa of a policy like your own, the American Trucking 
Association deleted every reference to the role we have played 
in the past 15 years in improving the riding-working conditions 
of the truck driver. 

This was particularly unfortunate in our case because we have 
spent probably more than a million dollars in research on the 
truck aeating problem, and as a consequence not only have been 
the pioneara, but today's leading and almost sole producer of 
these special types of seats. 

We know our seat reduces fatigue and thereby increases the safety 
factor and the productivity of the truck driver who is the key in 
all trucking operations, far more ao than any locomotive engineer 
ever waa in riding the rails. 

Portunataly, America is still the land of opportunity and we have 
achieved our objectives despite the resistence to the new; and to 
a large degree have educated the design engineers in the truck, 
earthmoving and farm tractor industries to the central importance 
of the human operator of the finely engineered machines. 


Mr. H. J. Gibbon* 
April 17, 1963 
Page 2 


I'd say we have achieved our original purpose, but it continue* 
under aerioua handicap* and limitation* because there i* no mass 
media through which we could economically reach the truck driver 
with our message. Hence, much of our selling has been word of 
mouth by the drivers themselves, but this is never enough in any 
aalea effort no matter how good the product. 

We took the only other tack that was possible and that was to 
prove through demonstration units which have been criss-crossing 
the country for the paat seven years, going from fleet operator 
and truck diatributor, city by city and state by state. We 
thereby have won approval at leaat from the larger truck fleets, 
which in terms of industrial relations, have a growing awareness 
of the important role their drivers play in creating profitable 
operations. 

We have never been able to reach the smaller fleets, however, but 
maybe in time and through word of month from driver to driver, we 
will reach our total objective, which is to place these seats on 
all operations where the driver must stick to his vehicle for 
the major part of the day. Mass advertising and promotion is, of 
course, prohibitive because of the cost in relation to the 
limited and special market. 

It may interest you to know that my contacts with the Teamsters 
Onion goea back to the late '30'* and early ’40' s when Mike Cashal 
waa vice-preaident and Dan Tobin was president, both of whom I 
knew very well. This came about because I was labor editor for 
the Mew York Poat between 1937 and 1941. I got to know Dan 
Tobin aomewhat earlier, namely in 1936, when I covered politics 
and called on Dan when he was chairman of the National Democratic 
Labor Committee. 

As the labor editor I got to know all of the top men in both the 
A.P. of L. and the C.I.Q. in the course of my duties. On one 
occasion there had been an International Teamsters' convention 
in Washington and it was followed by a large group of delegates 
coming to Mew York as guests, who took a boat ride out to Coney 
Ialand and back. 

I waa the only newspaperman on the trip, by special invitation of 
Mike Caahal, and I have a vague recollection that you may have been 
on that ride. 







Mr. H. J. Gibbon* 
Apt 11 17, 1963 
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1 vividly r*n*nb*r th*ra wai on* nan in th* group with whon I 
apent a graat deal of tin* diacuaaing both politic* and philoaophy. 
It ia for thia raaaon that th* nan* Gibbon* aticka in ny nind aa 
th* paraon I net on th?t occaaion. However, I nay be in error. 

In any event, we are pleaaed indeed to aend you copiea of "The 
Changing Inaqe of the Truck Driver". 1 am alao including aone 
othar engineering naterial and brochure* indicating the nature 
of our product*. 

Bincerely, 

C *JL 

Karl Boatron 


KBidb 
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March 6. 1963 
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Mr. David Praviant 
Goldberg, Praviant It Ualman 
911 Wirnar Thaatra building 
Milwauhaa 3, Wisconsin 

Dsar Dava: 


Wa hava your latter of Fabruary 22nd, and 
aa you know, it ia a fixed policy of our International Union not 
to make available our roster to any ona outside of the Inter* 
national Union. 


We wouid, however, be vary happy to mail 
out the auggastad brochure to our local unions if the Bostrum 
Corporation will forward to this office approximately 1, 000 
copies of thia brochure. 


Fraternally yours. 


H. J. Gibbons 
Executive Assistant to the 
General Fresident 


HJG/yh 
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February 22, 1963 


Mr. James R. Hoffa, 

General President 
International Brotherhood of Team¬ 
sters, Chauffeurs, Warehousemen 
and Helpers of America 
25 Louisiana Avenue, N.W. 

Washington 1, D.C. 


Dear Jimi 


There is enclosed herewith a brochure 
which was published by the Bostrum Corporation, and 
printed in a Trucking Industry Magazine called "Traf¬ 
fic Safety." The American Trucking Association 
ordered these for reprint because they thought it was 
■o good. 


You will recall that the Bostrum 
brothers, who own the Bostrum Corporation, are friends 
of mine who have specialized in the manufacture of 
scientific seating equipment for trucks. We recently 
published some of their research material in the Team¬ 
sters' Magazine. 


Karl Bostrum would now like to send 
a copy of this brochure to every one of our Local Unions 
because he thought that the Local officers might use it 
to their good advantage. 

For that purpose he inquired of me 
whether or not the I.B.T. would have any objection to 
his use of the current Roster for mailing it out. He 
assures me that there will be no advertising sent with 




Hr. Jamea R. Hoffa. 

General President 
International Brotherhood of Team- 

aters. Chauffeur*, Warehousemen 
and Helpers of America #2 


February 22, 1963 


It, and that there will be no uae of the Roster for other 
purposes. 


DPilh 


Bncloauret 


Regards, 





(y 


DAVID PREV1ANT 
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IIMIUIMI IT TRE I0STR0R OORPIIITtOR AS A PROJECT OF THE ATA F0UN0ATI0H 
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THE 

CHANGING 

IMAGE 

OF 

THE 

TRUCK 

DRIVER 


by Elizabeth F. Goyak 


Chicagoan M«rl« R. Gary it typical of (ha «a« breed of 
•ruck driver. Na it a 13-yaar Notional Safety Caaacil Safa 
Drivar Award winnar 


■4 


Marla relaxes in kit gardan witk doughtar Skaron (L) ond 
wila Naro. Garyt kava two atkar daughters ond (aor grand- 
cklldron. 


Elutbclk F. Gdftk, • l«rfln«r nflwi- 

%•' »•■»«, II •« ICCIlMl IMCvlivI 

wifH D«ni«l J. E4«lw«fi mn4l Aii|(i«f«i a 

Inc 



At lk« tscry 9 m y«#i «tt 
1930 if • Ml n. A 

mu kHp« tUMM • truck «Mn- 
994 MtfMt 94 by m u «k«Mpf. 

yUlkjrjll «fOfy H^i«i4yd *Ko 

kad drivan ta natty kottt tkat ka 
ceulde’t keep kit track fraat wandar 
an tka road 

Tkit wat tka aaaa wka kad baan 
cal lad tka Paul Bunyan al tka kigk 
wayt bacouta ka cawid driva iron 
Ck caga to Deever it all kmdt al 
weather without tlaap or adoquote 
load. Ho wat protty gana roily 
accoptod at tka "typical" truck 
drivar 

Let's laak at tkit non t count or 
port 30 yoart banco. Hot ka chonged 1 

Tka ontwar it on unquolifiod 
"Yat." 

Today t truck drivar it likaly to 
ba o nootly uniformad drivar. claan 
thovan. ol plaotont danaonoi. who 
aornt upwordt ol $10,000 o yaor, hot 
o family, o koaia. coaimunity root*, 
ond who it o profattionol drivar. 

Hot tkit ckonga producad o cor rat 
pond ng ckonga m kit public imoga 1 

S nca on imoga it tka turn of tkou 
tondt of impressions. wa mo do o 
random tompling of experts in tka 
fialdt of public low anforcamoni ond 
ragulotion, modicmo ond tofaty, ond 
loymon to gat tkoir rooctiont. Wa 
itkad thorn. Hot your imoga of tka 
truck drivor chongod? 

C V Bell. 1 spfarn. Texas De 
pwrrawmr 0 / Public Safety. Midland 
To*: 1 na public imoga of low 

profottiont hot improvod to tka 
dagraa of truck drivort during tka 
pott two dacodat. Tka typical drivar 
of two dacodat pott kod faw ratpon 
tibilitiat mora thon to monauvar hit 
truck to o dattmotion, ond ocquirad 
faw tkillt tho* wara not nacattory 
for kit tunvol. Tka modarn truck 
drivar hot attoblithad tka wall- 
aornad ratpact of tka public ond of 
tka troffic polico for hit driving tkill, 
kit courtaiy ond for kit copobilitiat 
in randar mg oid in amarganciat." 

Mrs. Josephine Obhnger, pro 
idem. Illinois Stale Federation ol 
Teachers, AFL-CIO. Springfield. III.: 
"I navar oak onyona but o truck 
drivar for diractiona whan I om 
trovaiing." 


Mr. Mof la 

•ha arivart aa dto kaamayt kata, 
•hay |.vct arivaraj ora all vary 
ctvrtaau t at ay opinion. On na a p an 
■ aad tka truck Aim appaart ta bo 
aa alart, a .part drivar and kondt a 
ha Ip mg bond wkon ba can, aat only 
by kalprng to autaatabrla iailurat. 
but by pulling ovar ta ollaw you ta 
patt... Thoro ara taata faw drivart 
an rhaodtor bond wkodo brma tkanw 
on tka onat who ara ta ratpantibla 
and courtaout." 

E. H. Qaollo, dir actor, mmeou ol 
Motor Camara fmlarstale Commerce 
(Jisaonaaion: "Tkara it littla quattion 
that tka prafatiionol truck drivar af 
todoy it a for aofar and were tkill 
full drivar thon krt coun tar part of tka 
aorly doyt. Not ovary monwkodrivat 
o truck it o root pro but with tka 
combmod work of tka ragulatary agon 
ciat ond tka mambart of tka truck 
mg mduttry, tka ronkt grow ttaodily 
ond wa look forword to tka lima whan 
ovary mtarttota truck drivar will 
mont tka title. Professional 

Mrs. John Hamilton, a director ol 
the Cost Bay Chapter. Motional 
Sa/ely Co one il. Piedasont. Coltl . 
"I find thot wa utad to ba fngktonad 
of truck drivart. I ramombor how wa 
ovoidad ony tituotion which might 
moon that wa would kova todaol with 
tho truck drivar. (Now) ka taamt to 
toko prida in kit tramondoui truck, 
ond ha drivoi coutioutly ond coro 
fully. I find thot I now kova on ad 
mirotion for tkitmon ond agroot daal 
of ratpact for tho tkill ka hot m 
hondlmg kit aquipmant." 

Dr. Harold A, Btandaleona 

City, chairman ol the Committee 
on Standard s /or Motor Vehirle Dm 
era: "Tka lorga cornart ora now 
owora of tka importonco of propar 
tolaction at a moant af raduemg 
occidant rota, ond kova bottar am 
ployat. Bottar and mora thorough 
praliminory invaitigotion, training, 
ptyckologicoI totting, intarviowmg. 
ond madicol examination kova boon 
providing bottar mdividuolt for |obt. 
Tkut tka prof 1 la of tka pro tan t day 
truck drivar it of o mora ttoblo, 
dapandobla, digmftad ond ratpontibla 

_ •• 
mon. 

Dan Daniel, regional safety 1 anna 
ger, Nationwide Ins ip.rm r- Co., 
laigh, N.C.: "Yattardoy't truck driv¬ 
ar wot o pionaar who learned to 
driva a truck mott likaly whila work 


■mg at a aatebamre. . tedey’t drivar 
it selected far an ability ta driva 
tafaly moor all cemditieet..-the 
tachaical atpoett tact at .okicla 

arc., ara loft ta aapartt m that a 

Or James Motion, Tam her. Cot 
logo Cotoashso (/arvaraity. Mew far! 
City: "With tka fading af tka aid 
ttaam locoaiotiva. fr*e truck drivar. 
wko it in char pa af a largo, haovy 
and powarful piaca af equipesent hat 
bacomo tka tymbol af motcul na 
powor " 

Dapandmg om viawpomt tka dagraa 
af ckonga way bo largor or graatar. 
but all our ratpandantt taam «o ograa 
thot o ckonga hot occurred. How did 
it hoppen? 

Today ot wa viaw *u trucking m 
duttry wa find it to ba ona of Aoser 
ica’t giontt ancaapattmg naorly 

7.000.000 partont of whom 2,000.000 
ora for-kira drivart- It rapratantt mil- 
liont of dollort of invaitmantt, aam 
ngt. wogat ond tolanat ond oquip 
manr. it pioyt o vital rola in tka 
notion't aconoaiy and tka Amancon 
ttondo'd of living 

Yot wa can look back and fmd 
tkit bornttormar of tka rood, wko 
until racont yaort kod pratontad o 
ckollanga of moior proportion! to tka 
float ownor and tka nation’* tofaty 
expertt 

How could wo tamo tkit Paul Bun 
yon. tkit mon of tmow...kow could 
wa ckonga him into o ratpontibla, 
dadicotad amploya witkaut lotmgony 
of tkaquolitiat ond tpiri* which moko 
kirn tuitobla for tka itolotad lifa of 
tka rood’ 

It it obviout that tka ckonga 
wotn’t brought about by mirrort, it 
wot a momantout taom of fort affected 
in tka monnor of tka f*ee antarprisa 
tyttam. 

Thattory ttorttwith tka bag inning 
of tka mduttry. In 1916 tkara wara 
soma 200,000 motor trucks in tka 
country, to faw thot no ono took 
tham tarioutly. Compora tkit with 
1962 and a registration of mora thon 
11,000,000 vehiclet. Tka firttcorriat 
at a tula wara individually Ownadond 
tho truekar wot utually referred toot 
a hip-pockat oparotor 

Contrott tkit with tka profattionol 
float monogamant of todoy. Many of 
tho kaodt of flaatt hold dagroat m 
trantporotion which kava covarad 



Gary, wka wat a mackaaic bafaro bacaatiag a prafattiaaal 
drivar, bat aa eatoetive warktbip. Nara ba raadiat bit baat 
far fitbing vacatiaa. 


tucb studies at tarifft. ratal, float 
na ear, tafaty aducatiaa aad 

rakicla wa ntananca. S nca 
flaat tv par visa, t kava baan abfa ta 
taka a 40-baur adult framing court a 
■a flaat ma na go wa nr at X d iff or ant 
callagat ihraugk tka 
valopad by tka Natiaaal C« 
fat Float Suparvita* Training 

Onaaf tka aiatt tignificant contri 
but 1 ant ta aur kaawladpa about tka 
truck drivar. kit watkmg condition!, 
atpaett af fatipua m long haul tarv 
ica. warntananco af fitnott, vakicular 
oparotian and accidantt, and away 
oik or araat, caaa with tka complation 
af tka ttudy. Human Foe,ora in 
aor Transport Solely by tka Harvard 
School or Public Haalth. Bogun 
1949 ond compiotod m 1954, by Dr 
Rott A. McFarland, at tkattimaotta 
ciata profattaraf mduttrial kygiana. 
and Alfrad L- Motalay. tkanrataorch 
attaciota in mduttrial kygiana, it 
porticulorly amphotnad thot ona of 
tka omit important way 1 of improving 
tofaty it to da tigneq.j.patent in terms 
af human copobilitiat ond limitotiont 
Ma chon ■ cal datign tkould bo mtimota 
ly ralotod to tka btologicol ond 
ptychalogicol ckaractarittict of tka 
workart. It it raotonobla to expect, 
tkarafora, thot mochmat tkould ba 
datignad from tka man outword witk 
■nttrumantt ond controlt contidarad 
ot extensions of kit norvout tyttam 
and body oppandagat. 

Tka study, which wot |omtly tpon- 
torod by tka Amoricon Trucking At- 
tociotiont, Inc., tka Not lonol Alloc¬ 
ation of Automotiva Mutual Inturonca 
Componiot, tka Notional Attociotion 
of Motor But Oparatori ond tka Da 
portmont of Dafanta, toid tka motor 
araat of aquipmant in which tka bio¬ 
logical and ang moor mg tc lancet con 
calioborata mott affactivaly ara 1 ) 
oyout of tka working tpaca for aote 
and officiancy af opatation, includ¬ 
ing allowancai for varationt inhuman 
body size, 21 dangnond arrongomont 
of vituol ditplayt ta provida in¬ 
formation far oparatmg under normol 
a»d amatgancy condition!, 3) datign 
of controlt and tkoir arrangamant, 
4) control of toxic foctort in tka an 
vironmant, ond 5) protecting tho 
workoi m avant of catattropko. 

Tkut wa find that the ckonga 
occunng m tka truck drivar it for 
fram tkm daap-ha hot boon taken 
out of kit cramped cab, given ad¬ 


equate vantilotion, comfortable taot 
ng ta cut down on hit body punith 
mont, ond by virtue of tkaia impiova 
mentt hot gamed more itotut. 

In ditcuttmg the now 1962 truck 
driver, ka hat baan choroctanzed ot 
O fomily mon eorning o middla-clott 
income. Tkit ottortion ttrongly con 
trottt with our view of kirn X yaort 
ogo whan ka wot lucky to moil a 

S12.50o .oak 

Todoy tka trucking companiat toy 
54 pa I cant of thair grott income 
goat into toloriat, with drivart ro 
ceiving o minimum of $125.00 o weak 
ond ot much ot $ 12,000 a year on o 
Watt Coott, mountain operation. 
Generally, over-the-rood drivart 
ovaroge $ 10,000 a yaor which it con 
tidetobly higher thon mott white 
collor |obt 

It tkould ba pointed out that thata 
wogo rotet refer to the attoblithad 
corriart. 

While the truck drivar’t income 
level permit! him to live comfortobly 
ond tupport o fomily, being on tka 
rood constantly can be a itrainto the 
fomily unit. Evan tkit atpect of 
trucking hat bean given consideration 
by the modem corner. 

One of the innovations in drivar 
scheduling which permits o man to 
ba home every night it the tumoround. 
According to Interstate Commerce 
Commission regulations, drivers in 
interstate commerce may drive no 
longer than 10 hours after eight hours 
off duty. With the turnaround tyttam, 
tka drivar takes kit lood too function 


pamt where ka moots onother unit 
and brings it bock to bit starting 
point 

it It inferos ling to note m theHor 
vord ttudy tho results of tatting done 
among ckompiontkip truck drivert- 
top f mithert m tka Roodao which 
will ba ditcuttod in detail later 
Tka ttudy noted: 

"Frow the data pratontad.. .it 
moy ba fudged thot tka guesses con 
coming tka levels of intelligence of 
successful truck drivatt ora m error, 
tinea kolf of tka group scored in tka 
range of superior intelligence. This 
it in keeping with our operotionoi 

findings on tka details of tka |ob a 
driving ond demondt thot ore modi 
upon the truck dr 1 vet. The noture 01 
emergency situations it tuck thot a 
leott normal intelligence it codec 
for in the perception of complex 
situations, the analysis of the van 
obles which moy precipitate o coll 
ition, the development ond ovoluotion 
of procedures to avoid involvement 
ond the rapid corrying out of the 
decision toot to avoid a collision." 

Todoy a mofonty of drivers han¬ 
dling mtarttota loods ora in charge 
of heovy, expensive equipment. The 

ICC requires a driver to moke o ra 
port of kit aquipmant ot tka end of 
hit tour of duty or doy’t work, which¬ 
ever occurs first. Tbit report should 
list ony defect or deficiency of the 
motor vehicleditcovarad which might 
offact tka sofa operation of the ve¬ 
hicle or coute its mechonical break¬ 
down. 
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However. the new equipment which 
truck driver hot at hi* csei 
Mend would bo worth Ion if the men 
ot the wheel weie net e prefettienel 
driver end hence e tele driver 

Se vifel'e rele doe* ««*»ty ploy in 
t4»e operotion el eur we tor ceiner* 
thot in 1961, according te the ATA 
'eieorch deportment, $125,000,000 
wei ipent by 3,155 Clot* 1 and 2 
corner! lor Meet talety end miurenre 
programming 

Keystone ol the Notional Sofety 
Council's Motor Troniporotion Serv- 
icet it the Sale Driver Aweid Plen. 
Since the plen’* inception same 
1,800.000 Safe Driver Awordt-the 
highest owerd for professional sal* 
driving performonce-have been mode. 

The product ol cooperative ellort 
Irani all parts el the motoi transport 
industry, the awoid offers maximum 
incentives to the drivers: 1) It is 
besed on well-defined achievement- 
operating without a preventobls 
accident lor certoin * toted periods 
el time es set lorth in the rules. 2) 
Although besed on substontiol 
achievement in safe driving, the 
eword is no* unreosonoble in it* de¬ 
mands, toking into occount the poss- 
bU and impossible so for as safs 
driving is concerned. 3) A permonent 
of each driver's award is main¬ 
tained at the Notional Safety Council 
heodquorters ond drivers transferring 
freer one comoony to another con toks 
their driver ste*us with them, provid¬ 
ed the new campeny also subscribes 
to t+** service. 


Currently there ore toam 330,000 
prafessienel fivers covered in the 
progrom. According te Alfred C. 
Fincb, manager of the Council's 
motor tronsport deportment, 
thon 200,000 will earn the award this 
yeei, 10 times es many o* qualified 
in 1947. 

The second important photo ef the 
Council's transportation service is 
the Notional Fleet Safety Contest 
botsd on "reportable" accidents per 
1 ,000,000 vehicle miles which offeit 
the fleet owner o chonce te compete 
with other fleets which hove compor- 
ablt aperatirg characteristics Mors 
then 2500 fleets participate in this 
contest annuolly ond it he* continued 
to grow since its beg mn mg in 1931. 

Other services provided by the pro- 
giom include monthly mogozines, let¬ 
ters, posters, compilations of Occi¬ 
dent statistics ond pomphlets-oll de¬ 
signed to develop ond maintain int¬ 
erest in the over-a 11 progrom of sofa 
driving. 

The ATA tockled the problem by 
by originating its unique roodeo in 
1937. Bated on the premise thot be¬ 
fore truck drivers could be induced 
to become expert, courteous ond safe 
drivsrs, they hod to be given an in¬ 
centive, this notionol contest of driv¬ 
ing ability hat become a high point 
in the industry. 

According toGoley D. Sontheimer, 
director of tofsty for ATA, in re¬ 
coiling a roodeo in New York's Modi 
ton Squore Gordon: "To those who 


000 safety points. The drivers re¬ 
ceive their points monthly along with 
the ir pay checks ond ore eligible for 
e quarterly bonus of 1.000 point* if 
they mointoin their sofa driving 
record. 

Fleet emphasis on sofety it olso 
shown in more coreful selection and 
training of drivers. 

Today more thon 5.000 of the no 
lion’s truck drivers hove gone to truck 
drivers school. Perhopt the best 
known of these institutions it the 
North Coiolme State College Truck 
Driver School. Records of the grod 
votes show them to be twice as good 
ot the old pros (86.000 miles vs. 
200.000 miles offer framing until the 
first involvement.) 

The fleets select men they think 
suitable to ottend the month-long, in¬ 
tensive school. Often the procedure 
i* to advonce the condidotes money 
for living expenses during the period 
ond to obtorb the $175 tuition. 

Students study ICC regulations, 
freight handling procedures, Occident 
prevention, first oid, fire fightmgand 
even public lelotions. Then eochdoy, 
with three hours of clottroom theory 
under their belts, the men go out into 
the field to proctice bock mg exer¬ 
cises, alley dock porkmg, serpentine 
maneuvering and high woy and city 
driving. 

Many of the groduotet of truck 
driving school slip into drivar-tromer 
slots with the big fleets. Needless 



•e soy. wane ef *es bet treebfe gee 
e fob after cemeietiee be course 

Although e bimr be* *e be et least 
21 years aid le» mtor state 
mere fleets cheese teen te the 
27 age bsecket for eapeneece end 
■etaity 

The truck driver candidate teeddi 
tiers se interviews end preliminary 

■s eiven complete 
medical evaluation mcludme e 
thorough history, piyticei exeai 
metieo, mne. ceetpleta bleed count, 
sedi me ntation rote. Westeretenn test, 
cheat X-rey ond electrocardiogram 
He will net beoccepted if hahet any 
organic er struturel diseota which 
would interfere with hi* safe driving 

A mental outlook ottuned to safe 
dr-vmg it sought m eit coses el 
though knewiodge in this eree hat 
been lien ted A motor contribution to 
the sub|OCt was mode, however, two 
years ogo whan the Notional Safety 
Council used 5,000 profess ionel 
drivers, ell winners of the Sofa Driv¬ 
er Award for 20 years or more, es the 
basis for e safety research and ed¬ 
ucation prefect by Teachers College, 
Columbia University. The protect wet 
directed by Dr. James L. Molfetti ond 
sponsored by the DuPont Ce. 

According to Dr. Molfetti, "Safety 
experts hove long known thot the 
basic personality of the driver is the 
only vonoble successfully raloted to 
accident frequency." 

Those ftarticipotmg m the study re¬ 
ceived speciolly prtpored question 
nairas covering 22 key information 
oreot rongmg from the number ef 
miles driven to campony and pertonol 
Occident and sofety records. From 
this body, six semifmolists wars 
chosen ond tubfected toon intensive 
bottery of medical, psychological ond 
giving performance tests administer¬ 
ed by leodmg pretestionoIt m their 
respective fields 

In commenting on the results. Dr. 
Molfett- remarked at the time: "We 
hovn isoloted whot teems to be a 
most significant foctor in sofa driv- 
ng, the sofa driver's ability to or¬ 
ganize instantly oil of the foctors in 
o complex driving situation so thot 
he does the appropriate and correct 
oction much on the level of a simple 
reflex oction. It is this high speed 
'computer mechomsm* which appears 
to be one of the mom differences be¬ 
tween o sofa, average or unsafe dnv- 

__ M 


Thereeeerch prefect is 
with depth ttudieeef several' 
dtivert over ea extended period ef 
time. Secb research will be ueed te 
"profile" the safe driver end develop 
techniques which may be ueed by li¬ 
censing xusherities, fleet epoiotmt 
meurence u nderwriters ond ethers te 
select seht end unsafe drivers 

Al t hough we hear often of ex ecu 
five ond militory personnel being te 
I acted far top fobs only after their 

wives have been interviewed end 
checked far desirable personality 
qualities, the wifeef the truck driver 
has only recently ceeie ie for cons id 
motion 

Now the Driver's Wife ef the Yeei 
competition sponsored by the National 
Auteeiobile Transporters Association 
recognises her contribution. 

At has been discussed before, the 
new image of the truck driver it net 
skin deep. He has bo coate erevitein 
ed mombei ef the notion's working 
force with status end character. He 
:S 3 necwitaiy part of American life 
and on mast occasions i* assuming 
hit role of responsibility end leoder 
ship, especially in regard te sefety- 
in which, os e profesticnel driver, he 
becoming the prototype of caution, 
consideration and courtesy 

The new stature of the truck driv¬ 
er, excellent though it moy be, would 
be of mimmol impact wars it net 
being communicoted to the mon on 
the street 


For this p uxpexe the A T A. We 
voice ef the Amoricee mucking 
industry has e highly geared pubf>c 
relations program including field men, 

- loss's end ceeenunity relations 
specialists, e press, redie end tale 
vision news section, e beeblets end 
filet production end distribution div 
men end e special writing section 
The pregreat has essentially three 
ebfectives: 1) te point out and dem 
on strata that the prafessienel truck 
driver it o well-trained, highly skill¬ 
ed, courteous individuel-that be it e 
good driver end e responsible person 
2 ) te show the essentiality ef truck 
service, end 3) te prove the trucking 
industry pays its woy 

Concerning these obfectives, the 
ATA feels the difficult hot been ac¬ 
complished end the impossible will 
take e little longer, i.e., the first of 
these two ob|ectivet con be e matter 
of pride for the trucking industry... 

the third point it the most difficult 
ond it Xtade morx tx by ' K r 
press of competition. 

In the meant ime. ail signs paint to 
continued expons ion of the trucking 
industry. This growth will hove its 
problems in terms of incieoted com 
pal if ion for the Irons portotion dollor, 
but the industry believes thot its 
greotest osset-service-will still be 
hord to boot. 


Reprints ere ovei/ab/a from the A TA 
Foundation, 1616 P Street, N. I 
> i,Ai njton 6, D.C. or from Boatrom 
Corporation 
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